[Fetal surgery: for what purpose?].
Widespread use of prenatal ultrasonography allows accurate diagnosis of many fetal malformations. The natural history and pathophysiology of some fetal diseases will undoubtedly induce lethal issue. Prenatal ultrasounds allow to determine prognosis during the second trimester of pregnancy. Experimental model and clinical practice have shown that prenatal surgery could be proposed for some correctable malformations: congenital diaphragmatic hernia, cystic adenomatoid lung disease, sacrococcygeal teratoma, lower urinary tract obstruction. To purpose this fetal therapy, great attention has to be paid to maternal risk and her future fertility, keeping in mind the aim of such fetal surgery: a new hope for improved management of the fetus with life-threatening defect.